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The school  

dôOverbroeckôs is a co -educational independent d ay and boarding 

school in Oxford for students aged 11 ï 18. The school roll cu r rently 

stands at around 7 50 , and this is set to grow in the coming yea rs. 

The school  was founde d in 1977, initially  as a sixth 

form. Since then,  we have  successfull y pu rsue d a 

policy o f extendin g our  age range  and we became  an 

all - through 1 1ï18 schoo l in 2005.  

We are located in north Oxford and weôve 

established ourself as a thriving, forward - looking 

and highly successful school in a relatively short 

time compared to other independent schools in the 

area.  We are known for our distinctiv e, non -

tra ditional  ethos , an outstandin g staf f team , an d a 

stron g reputatio n fo r th e qualit y of our  educational 

an d pastora l pr ovision.  

The school is currently in a phase of growth and 

expansion, both in terms of student numbers and 

facilities.  

 

In September 2017 all sixth form teaching moved to 

our  new , purpose -built  site at 333 Banbury Road . At 

the same time, The  International School moved into 

the Swan Building  at 111 Banbury Road , which was 

previously used for sixth form teaching.  In  September 

2021 we  opened  a new specialist Arts Centre for use 

of Sixth Form and In ternational School students and 

we are actively seeking for opportunities to expand 

our 7 -11 section.  

These  changes have brought substantially more 

physical space and have enabled us to take our 

facilities and  educational provision to a whole new 

level  in  areas including the sciences, art, music and 

drama . We have also been able to develop our  

library, social and dining provision .  

As we continue to develop and expand, this is an 

oppo r tunit y to become part of  the dôOverbroeckôs 

community  at  a very  excitin g poin t  in our  

development.  
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Our ethos  
We place academic  achi evement  and  personal  growth  

at  the hea r t  of  everything we do  at  dôOverbroeckôs.  

Our  success  in  achi eving  these  goals  is evident in  

studentsô achi evements  both in and outside the 

classroom, as well as in  the  enthusiastic endo rsement  

we  receive  from  cur rent  and  fo rmer parents  and  

students.  

 

Our non - traditional approach sets us apart from other 

local independent schools and is characterised by 

purposeful informality. Our ethos is firmly built 

on  personal relationships , on a relative  lack of 

stuffiness  and formal hierarchies, and on a strong 

belief  that  every individual is at the heart of the 

school .  

 
At the same time, our approach is    

distinctly  collaborative . We believe in leading by 

example, in a healthy dose of flexibility and in the 

power of laughter and 

humanity.  óEnthusiasmô, ómaturityô and ócourtesyô are 

words that visitors to the school frequently use to 

describe us.  

 
We provide an environment which gives both staff and  
 

students the space to  be themselves  as well as the 

encouragement and stimulus to grow, to learn, to 

engage with complexity an d to  achieve their goals . And 

theyôll also have time for friendship, laughter and living 

life to the full.  

Our policy  is fo r eve r yone , staf f and students , to be on 

fi rst -nam e te rm s throughou t  the school .  Our  

experienc e is tha t  thi s foste rs mor e mutua l respec t  

and t ruer, mor e motivating interaction s bet ween staf f 

and students.  

Student s wear schoo l unifo rm up to Year 11 and ther e 

is no unifo rm in th e Sixt h Form . Our uniform is  

relativel y light - touch , which allows  each student  a 

sens e of their  ow n individua l personalit y.  

dôOverbroeckôs doe s no t  have any par ticula r religious 

affiliatio n and we welcome  student s and staf f of all 

faith s and none.  

In its key findings, our most recent inspection report 

(2021) found that our students are highly motivated 

with extremely positive attitudes to learning. They 

were described as successful collaborative learners who 

are naturally inclusive. They were said to have a 

remarkably strong sen se of self understanding and 

excellent awareness of how to improve and achieve 

their goals.  

ISI inspection report. October 2021  
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St ructure of the school  

dôOverbroeckôs is made up of three distinct parts, all located in north Oxford: Years 7-11 , the Sixt h Form  

and The Inte rnationa l School . Weôre a mushroom -shape d school , meaning  our  Sixt h Form  has the largest 

number of students (around 4 25 ). I n additio n to student s progressin g fro m  th e lower yea rs at Years 7 -11 

and The International School  int o th e Sixt h Form , we dr aw a larg e inta ke of student s (aroun d 170  annually )  

directl y int o th e Lower Sixt h ï a combinatio n of loca l and inte rnationa l students.  

 

333 Banbu r y Road  

Fro m  Septembe r 2017 , whe n th e new sit e at  333 

Banbu r y Road was  completed , th e Sixth Form 

benefitted fro m  a considerabl e upgrad e in facilitie s 

and p hysica l space . The new buildin gs includ e fiv e 

scienc e laboratorie s and spaciou s suites  for  musi c 

and drama , as wel l as mor e libra r y and commo n 

roo m  space.   

The Hal l pr ovid es dail y dinin g facilitie s fo r staff an d 

student s as wel l as a 200 -seate r auditoriu m  for 

music , dram a perfo rmance s and al l kind s of other 

schoo l events , no t  onl y fo r  th e Sixt h Form  bu t  fo r 

the  whol e school.  

Yea r s 7 - 1 1  ï 200  students ;  al l day students . Based 

at Leckfor d Place, OX2 6HX.  

Sixth Fo r m  ï 425 students; a mixture of d ay and 

boarding , British  and international. Based at  a 

purpose -built  site at 333 Banbu r y Road that opened 

in September 2017.  

Th e Inte r nationa l  School  ï around 125  

international students who are all boarders , across 

years 9 -11, with plans to expand into years 7 and 

8. The move into the Swan Building in September 

2017 has provided c onsiderabl y more  spac e and 

greatl y impr oved facilities , including laboratories.  
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Teaching and lea rning  

We teach  a broa d academi c cur riculum wit h a wid e 

choic e of subject s at  GCSE and A-Level. Student s in 

the Inte rnationa l School  study  a mixture of GCSEs and 

IGCSEs.  

At dôOverbroeckôs, we emphasise fostering resilience 

and independent lea rning skills  starting from  Year 7. In 

the Sixth Form,  ma ny students complete  an EPQ 

alongside their A -Level programme,  and students 

regula r ly ta ke pa r t in Maths and Science Olympiads.  

We offer bespoke  academic enrichment programmes 

through our Think programme. These are suitable for 

students who want to develop their academic skills in 

preparation for Oxbridge, Medical/Veterinary and Law 

programmes and  for wider university study.  Students 

have the opportunity to participate in a  wide range of 

trips  and sessions from visiting speakers throughout 

the year.  

We integrate a Persona l Developmen t  (PD)  

programm e int o th e cur riculu m  fro m  Year 7 

through t o Year 11. Student s in th e Lower Sixt h 

study  a personal Development  Programm e whic h 

introduce s the m  to info rmation , vi ews and debate s 

on contemporary issues.  

 

Our  focu s is  on reflectiv e teachin g and CPD and th e 

school  has repeatedl y bee n complimented by ISti p on 

it s wo rk in suppo r tin g ECTs throug h their  inductio n 

year s. 

The teachin g approac h at  dôOverbroeckôs has always 

bee n buil t  aroun d comparativel y smal l classes . In 

Years 7 -11, classes ar e generall y kept  to a maximu m  

of 15 student s. In the Sixth Form  and The  

International School to  we aim to keep classes to  a 

maximum of 11.  

At  th e Inte rnationa l School , m any  student s follo w a 

one -year programm e whic h prepare s the m  fo r IGCS E 

exams i n up to 8 subject s alongsid e intensiv e 

teachin g in Englis h fo r academi c pu rpose s (EAL) . We 

also offer  a growing two -  and three -yea r IGCSE 

programm e fo r younger student s, which runs 

alongsid e th e cur ren t  one -yea r  programme. From 

2021, we are introducing Years 7 and 8 at The 

International School.  

Our exa m  result s are ve r y stron g. We are the top 

school for progress (value -added) a t  A-Level in 

Oxfordshire  and every year many of our students 

progress t o Oxbridg e and othe r to p Russel l Grou p 

unive rsitie s. 
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Boarding  
We currently have around 30 0 residential boarders 

at dôOverbroeckôs, which is set to increase in the 

next few years as the school grows. We take day 

pupils only in our Years 7 -11 section, so our 

boarders are either in the Sixth Form (where 

around half the students are boarders) or i n The 

International School (where almost all the students 

board).  

In the Sixth Form, students can either board full -

time or weekly. For some of our boarders home is 

just 30 or 40 miles away; for others it is another 

part of the world. Some will have board ed before 

while for others this may be the first experience of 

being away from home and family.  

Whichever it is, our aim is to create a close -knit, 

homely boarding environment where students are  

physically comfortable and personally at ease; 

where the y can live and work happily, enjoy freshly -

cooked, well -balanced meals and make strong and 

lasting friendships.  Like our teaching space, our 

boarding provision continues to develop 

considerably.  

We opened a  purpose -built sixth form boarding 

house  (Islip H ouse) opposite our Sixth Form in 

September 2017. W e also have a sixth form 

boarding house in St Aldates, in the heart of the 

city. We have four further boarding houses in north 

and west Oxford for International School students.  

The majority of Upper Sixth opt for accommodation 

with a host family for their final year . 

  


