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Revised October 2021 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) POLICY 

 

The government moved to step 4 of the roadmap out of lockdown on 19 July 2021. This is a phase of 

continued caution whilst managing the risks of COVID-19. 

Moving to step 4 of the roadmap - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

This policy outlines how d’Overbroeck’s will implement sensible and proportionate control measures 

at this stage of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic to protect staff, students and others from 

COVID-19.  

The Department for Education has published guidance on the full opening of schools: 

Guidance for schools: coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

d’Overbroeck’s has also adopted the Boarding Schools Association (BSA) COVID-19-safe charter: 

https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/pdf/Advice%20and%20Guidance/82902%20BSA%20COVI

D%20V2.pdf 

https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/Covid%20Safe%2020%20August(1).pdf 

 

Risk Assessments 

d’Overbroeck’s complies with health and safety laws that require us to assess risk and implement 

proportionate control measures. d’Overbroeck’s has a large number of sites: teaching sites, boarding 

houses and a support staff site. Given the different physical layout of each site, the different 

populations who use each site, the different purposes of each site and the different activities taking 

place on each site, there are separate risk assessments for each site. More detailed information 

about the measures taken on each of our sites can be found in our risk assessments. 

All preventive and protective measures will be monitored and reviewed regularly, to ensure the 

measures are working, and taking action to address any shortfalls. All members of the d’Overbroeck’s 

community are actively encouraged to provide feedback and suggestions. 

This policy outlines the principles and control measures on which the risk assessments have been 

developed. 

 

Attendance 

d’Overbroeck’s will follow all government guidance regarding schools opening/ closing during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. When schools are open and school attendance is mandatory for students of 

compulsory school age, it is the school’s responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence, 

as per our Unauthorised absence policy.  Statutory reasons for absence include that the student has 

been granted a leave of absence, is unable to attend because of sickness, is absent for a necessary 

religious observance, etc.  Where students are not able to attend school because they are following 

clinical and/or public health advice, absence will not be penalised. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-summer-2021-roadmap/moving-to-step-4-of-the-roadmap
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-coronavirus-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/pdf/Advice%20and%20Guidance/82902%20BSA%20COVID%20V2.pdf
https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/pdf/Advice%20and%20Guidance/82902%20BSA%20COVID%20V2.pdf
https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/Covid%20Safe%2020%20August(1).pdf
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) asymptomatic testing using Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests 

The aim of asymptomatic testing using Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests is to help identify 

asymptomatic positive cases (i.e., individuals who don’t have any symptoms, but who may be 

asymptomatic carriers and therefore could still spread the virus to others). Such individuals will then 

self-isolate, helping to reduce transmission of the virus and keeping other students in face-to-face 

education. The antigen lateral flow tests used in the asymptomatic testing programme produce 

results much quicker than PCR tests. 

The government testing programme for students (from Sept 21) is as follows: 

• Students are encouraged to have two LFD tests on return to school in September 2021, with 

3-5 days in between tests.  

• These LFD tests are administered on school site by school staff and volunteers (mass 

asymptomatic testing programme). 

• Students will then be provided with test-at-home kits and an instruction booklet (both 

provided by the government but distributed from school) and encouraged to self-test at 

home twice a week until further notice. 

Further details at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): test kits for schools and FE providers - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 

In conducting mass asymptomatic testing, d’Overbroeck’s will ensure that: 

• Only asymptomatic staff/students are tested; any student/member of staff with symptoms 

is required to request a test in line with latest Government guidelines via 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/     

• All students, parents and staff receive an information sheet including FAQs about 

asymptomatic lateral flow testing. 

• Written informed consent is received from the parents/guardians of all students before a 

test is conducted. 

• Where consent is received to do so, students are tested twice (3-5 days apart) upon their 

return to school. 

• Dedicated testing sites are set up within in accordance with guidance contained in the 

COVID-19 National Testing Programme Schools and Colleges handbook. 

• All staff involved in the testing procedure are appropriately trained (with training 

documented) before testing commences and training is refreshed on a regular basis. 

• Only test kits requested via the gov.uk website are used.  

• Appropriate PPE is provided. 

• Appropriate waste procedures are in place to safely dispose of the used test kits. 

• Latest government guidance is followed if a student/member of staff returns a positive 

result. 

• All data relating specifically to the test is deleted within 14 days of the testing other than the 

parental/guardian consent form which will be retained for a minimum of 1 year.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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In distributing test at home kits to staff and students, d’Overbroeck’s will follow all government 

guidance, eg, ensuring that: 

• FAQs about testing at home and appropriate Privacy Notices are shared with students, 

parents and staff. 

• A log is kept of LOT number of test kits distributed to individuals. 

• Each test at home kit is distributed is accompanied by the appropriate information leaflet, 

explaining how to conduct the test and report the result. 

 

Face coverings and masks 

The government guidance around the use of face coverings in educational settings has varied during 

the course of the pandemic, depending on the current infection rates of COVID-19.   

The current government guidance no longer advises face coverings for pupils, staff and visitors 

either in classrooms or in communal areas. 

However, please note: 

• Students and staff are welcome to continue to wear face coverings in classrooms and 

communal areas of they would like to do so. 

• If they wear one, students and staff may choose which type of mask or face covering they 

would prefer to wear, though they should not feature extreme or offensive designs. 

• The reintroduction of face coverings for pupils, students or staff may be advised for a 

temporary period in response to particular localised outbreaks, including variants of concern. 

• Masks/face coverings will not be worn for playing sports or doing physical activities, such as 

running, jumping or playing on the playground, as they could compromise breathing. 

• Face masks will not routinely be provided by the school. 

• A face shield may be considered as an alternative to masks/face coverings. However, face 

shields do not provide the equivalent protection (they may protect against droplet spread in 

specific circumstances but are unlikely to be effective in preventing aerosol transmission 

when used without an additional face covering). 

• No student will be denied education on the grounds of whether they are, or are not, wearing 

a face covering. 

More information about different types of face coverings and masks, including videos on how to 

put on, take off and care for different masks/face coverings, can be found at:   

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-

and-how-to-use-masks 

 

Travel arrangements  

All students travelling to England must adhere to the current travel legislation, details of which are 

set out in government travel advice: Travel to England from another country during coronavirus 

(COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). If in doubt, parents are advised to contact the Head of Boarding 

to discuss arrangements. 

At present, boarding school students who are ordinarily resident in the UK, including those who are 

unaccompanied and who are attending boarding schools on a child student visa or student visa, who 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-to-england-from-another-country-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-to-england-from-another-country-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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have travelled from or through amber list countries (and have not been in a red country in the 

previous 10 clear days), are exempt from the requirements to quarantine and take a day 8 test. 

Those aged 11 to 17 need proof of a negative COVID-19 test to travel to England and those aged 5 to 

17 must take a COVID-19 travel test on or before day 2. More information is provided in the 

government’s quarantine and testing guidance. 

Additional guidance has been issued on the quarantine arrangements for boarding school pupils 

travelling from red-list countries to attend a boarding school in England Boarding school students 

quarantine and testing arrangements - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). Parents should liaise with the Head of 

Boarding at the earliest opportunity to discuss potential arrangements if their son/daughter is 

traveling from a red list country.  

Families travelling abroad should bear in mind the impact on their child’s education which may result 

from any requirement to quarantine or isolate upon return. 

 

Arrangements in school 

Our priority is to deliver face-to-face high quality education to all pupils, and the current government 

guidance focuses on advice about how to protect each other and targeted intervention to reduce 

risk, rather than stringent restrictions (e.g. we no longer have “bubbles” in school). The main control 

measures are now: 

Ensuring good hygiene for everyone: 

• Students and staff must wash hands at regular intervals. 

• Hand sanitiser is readily available throughout the sites and students and staff are encouraged 

to use it regularly throughout day.  

• The ‘Catch it. Bin it. Kill it’ message is displayed throughout the sites and reinforced.  

• Used tissues must be disposed of carefully (ideally in bins with lids). 

 

Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes: 

• A full time cleaner is employed on each teaching site.  

• Enhanced cleaning of contact points such as door handles, stair rails, desk surfaces, light 

switches. 

• Disinfectant spray and wipes readily available and accessible in all sites. 

 

Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated, while maintaining a comfortable teaching environment, e.g. 

by: 

• Opening external windows to improve natural ventilation and improving fresh air flow 

• Giving particular consideration when holding events where a number of visitors are on site 

• Propping open closed doors (including externally opening doors) where safe to do so (e.g., 

staff present, not fire doors).  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-quarantine-when-you-arrive-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/quarantine-arrangements-for-boarding-school-students-from-red-list-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/quarantine-arrangements-for-boarding-school-students-from-red-list-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/boarding-school-students-quarantine-and-testing-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/boarding-school-students-quarantine-and-testing-arrangements
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Arriving and departing from school 

• Staff and students should travel to school only if they feel well and are not displaying any 

symptoms of COVID-19 (new and persistent cough or a high temperature, a loss of/ change 

in normal sense of taste or smell). 

• Staff and students are encouraged to walk or cycle to school if at all possible. 

• Staff and students travelling into school on public transport must adhere to the government 

guidance regarding face coverings. 

• Car-sharing poses greater risk of transmission. Individuals who car share may wish to 

consider face coverings. 

• If not being worn on site, students and staff should remove face coverings carefully and place 

them in a plastic bag they can take home with them. Foot-pedal bins with lids are available 

for the safe disposal of temporary masks.  

 

Assemblies and meetings 

Assemblies and larger gatherings are now possible, but consideration should be given by the staff 

member leading the event as to how these happen safely (via risk assessment) and whether 

alternative ways of gather (e.g. Microsoft Teams) would be as effective in achieving the desired goal. 

This is likely to depend on the aim of the session.    

 

Activities and visits 

Schools are now able to resume educational day visits and domestic residential educational visits. 

However, any educational visits will be conducted in accordance with COVID-secure guidelines and 

regulations at the time, and decisions about educational visits will only take place after full and 

thorough risk assessments. 

Similarly, other activities (including sport, music etc) will consider appropriate COVID-19 measures 

and any additional guidance (e.g. for performing arts or from professional sporting bodies) in place at 

the time as part of the risk assessment.  

 

Visitors 

Visitors are now permitted on site, and the following measures are in place:  

• Visitors will be asked a series of questions to ensure that they are not experiencing COVID-19 

symptoms; 

• Visitors will be asked to confirm that they have adhered to government quarantine 

requirements if appropriate; 

• Visitors will be encouraged to take an LFD before visiting the school; 

• Any event for a potentially large number of visitors will be risk separately risk assessed. 

 

Catering 

The d’Overbroeck’s caterers, Holroyd Howe, have detailed risk assessments for food preparation and 

service and will comply with any guidance for food businesses on COVID-19 that is introduced.  
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Emergency procedures (eg, fire evacuation) 

Usual fire evacuation principles remain in place. If the fire alarm sounds, the building should be 

evacuated as quickly and calmly as possible.  

 

Contingency planning for infection  

• d’Overbroeck’s is committed to: 

o Respecting the right to privacy and medical confidentiality; 

o Working closely with the Education Covid-19 team in Oxfordshire;  

o Engaging with the NHS Test and Trace process where appropriate (via Tel 119); 

o Managing confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community; 

o Containing any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 

If the number of cases substantially increases, it could indicate that transmission is happening in the 

setting and d’Overbroeck’s will take additional action.  

The threshold below (whichever is reached first), taken from Contingency framework: education and 

childcare settings (publishing.service.gov.uk), will be used as an indication for when to seek public 

health advice: 

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or 

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period  

for boarding settings: 

• 2 children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

Close mixing is defined as: 

• a form group or subject class  

• a friendship group mixing at breaktimes  

• a sports team  

• a group in an after-school activity   

• staff and students taking part in the same class or activity session together (residential 

setting) 

• students who share the same common space in a boarding house 

• students who have slept in the same room or dormitory together 

The d’Overbroeck’s protocol for Responding to a Case of Suspected Covid-19 outlines the steps to be 

taken in the event that a member of staff, a student or a visitor develops symptoms of COVID-19 

whilst on a d’Overbroeck’s site. 

• While the specific arrangements for each site vary slightly, all involve: 

o the student/member of staff being asked to put on a mask; 

o the student/ member of staff being taken to the pre-identified isolation room on that site  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
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o a protocol being followed to ensure that the School Nurse or other appropriate member 

of senior staff is alerted; 

o arrangements being made for the member of staff or day student to be assessed and/or 

to go home where they will need to arrange a COVID-19 test;  

o arrangements being made to care for an unwell student (suspected COVID-19) in boarding 

house (see protocol in boarding houses). 

 

Curriculum 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, d’Overbroeck’s has continued to teach an ambitious and broad 

curriculum in all subjects.  

We recognise that not all students with COVID-19 have symptoms, and also that COVID-19 symptoms 

may not last for the full isolation period. We will support students who need to self-isolate because 

they have tested positive to learn from home if they are well enough to do so. The remote education 

provided will be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school, and will 

typically be via MS Teams (hybrid lessons). We will liaise with families to put in place reasonable 

adjustments for students with SEND. 

Wherever possible, even in the case of lockdown, we will keep each student’s timetable the same 

including, Personal Development, Assemblies and meetings of Directors of Studies or Form Tutors.  

 

Vaccinations 

All students aged 12 and over are now eligible for COVID-19 vaccination. Those aged 12 to 17 are 

eligible for a first dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, although 12 to 17 year olds with 

certain medical conditions that make them more at risk of serious illness, or who are living with 

someone who is immunosuppressed, are eligible for 2 doses. These students will be contacted by a 

local NHS service such as their GP surgery to arrange their appointments. All other 12 to 15 year olds 

will be offered the vaccine via the school-based programme (and information/ consent forms sent to 

parents). Young people aged 16 to 17 will be invited to a local NHS service such as a GP surgery or 

can access the vaccine via some walk-in COVID-19 vaccination sites. 

More information about the in-school vaccination programme can be found here:  COVID-19 

vaccination programme for children and young people: guidance for schools - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

d’Overbroeck's continues to prioritise the safeguarding of our students, including adhering to the 

legal requirements regarding pre-appointment checks and following the d’Overbroeck’s Safeguarding 

policy, which is available from the school website. 

In addition, the names and contact details for the Team of Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are 

displayed throughout the school. 

Covid-19 is likely to have impacted negatively on the wellbeing of some of our students and staff.  

Students, staff and parents are encouraged to continue to let someone at school know of health 

issues, changes in personal circumstances or anxiety about school, so that focused support can be 

provided. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools
https://www.doverbroecks.com/about/policies-inspections/
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Our pastoral and wellbeing teams, including dedicated pastoral teams on each teaching site, our two 

School Counsellors, the School Nurse and the Boarding teams, will lead in ensuring that 

d’Overbroeck’s: 

• supports the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement; 

• addresses and equips our students to respond to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID-19); 

• supports our students with approaches to improving their physical and mental wellbeing.  

Suggestions relating to pastoral care and wellbeing continue to be welcomed from students and staff 

and should be sent to the Director of Pastoral Care and Wellbeing: sarah.squire@doverbroecks.com 

 

The Education Support Partnership provides a free helpline for school staff and targeted support for 

mental health and wellbeing: 

https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/ , Tel: 08000 562 561 

 

Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families has a range of resources to provide support 

during the coronavirus pandemic: 

https://www.annafreud.org/coronavirus-support/ 

 

 

 

Sarah Squire, Director of Pastoral Care and Wellbeing 

5/10/2021 

 

https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/coronavirus-support/

