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B EYO N D A- L E V E L S

Preparing you for
your future today
We’ll support you with preparations for university and
beyond from the moment you decide to study with us.

Academic enrichment initiatives
Our academic enrichment programme
is made up of three parts:
	Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ)

Futures: our Higher Education and
Careers programme
During your time in the Sixth Form, you’ll

	Think programme

also have the opportunity to take part in

	Wider learning opportunities

our Futures programme to prepare you
for applying to university and beyond.

Rather than offering specific routes

This includes a dedicated series of talks

or pathways for students to follow, we

delivered by external speakers and some of

work with you to design a personalised

our alumni on key topics, such as studying

academic enrichment programme

abroad and applying for competitive

Director of Studies

based on your interests and

courses. The Futures programme also

Every student in the Sixth Form has a

aspirations.

includes expert application writing, personal

Director of Studies. This is a personal

statement and interview practice support,

and academic tutor who will play a key

as well as an annual UCAS preparation

role during your time at d’Overbroeck’s.

afternoon and careers fair.

Your Director of Studies will help you
to make the most of the opportunities
available in the Sixth Form based on your
ambitions, such as designing an academic
enrichment programme or helping you
to choose which co-curricular activities

Deciding your next steps

Subject choice support

to take part in. They’ll also monitor your

Your Director of Studies will work

From the moment you choose to study

academic progress with you to ensure you

Life after d’Overbroeck’s

with you throughout your time at

at d’Overbroeck’s, we’ll work with you to

are on track to reach your goals and will

Our support doesn’t end

d’Overbroeck’s to help you prepare

help you decide what subjects to study

support you with your university choices

when you finish your studies

for your next steps. This might involve

based on your interests and long-term

and applications.

at the Sixth Form either. Many

applying to study at university in the UK

goals. Unlike other schools, we don’t

of our Directors of Studies

or abroad, or applying to a specialist Art,

have set subject option blocks. This

are still in touch with our

Music or Drama institution. Of course,

means you can choose to study any

alumni and continue to offer

we also work closely with students who

combination of our 35 A-Level subjects.

support, whether it’s with

wish to enter the world of work after

applying for university after a

Sixth Form. This involves supporting

gap year or keeping in touch

with apprenticeship applications and

in a mentorship capacity.

preparing for employment. Whatever
your aspirations, we’ll help you to achieve
your goals no matter how great.

4

5

B EYO N D A- L E V E L S

Design your own destiny
Unlike other schools, at d’Overbroeck’s we work with
you to create a personalised academic enrichment
programme that will help you to achieve your ambitions.
In the Sixth Form, our
academic enrichment
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Competitions, challenges, conferences, lectures,
themed learning days and more

My teachers were really good at helping me prepare for the Cambridge
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At d’Overbroeck’s, we believe flexibility

and create a personalised programme to

is essential to ensuring our students

help you achieve your goals, alongside

can pursue their passions. As a result,

your A-Level studies. This means you

we don’t set specific routes or pathways

can study any of the options above in

for students to follow. Instead, we work

any combination to suit your needs and

with you to understand your aspirations

interests.

interview process. I had so many mock interviews with different
teachers online and they made it a really big deal to make sure that I
had enough pre-interview practice.
TIRION, D’OVERBROECK’S ALUMNA , A*AAA, UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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An academically
rigorous and
enriching experience
In the Sixth Form, there are plenty of opportunities to
go beyond the A-Level curriculum and pursue areas of
academic interest in more depth.

Extended Project Qualification
Bolster your university applications

Follow your own path

The Extended Project Qualification

As well as providing you with a competitive edge

(EPQ) develops your academic skills

when applying to top universities, the EPQ offers

to a higher level and is an excellent

you a genuine opportunity to engage in your own

preparation for your university

high-level research or to plan and produce your own

studies. The qualification is widely

creative product, all in a supportive environment.

respected by universities and often
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results in them making you a lower

Receive dedicated support

A-Level offer. When studying for an

If you sign up to the EPQ programme, you’ll

EPQ, you'll be able to:

receive a timetabled EPQ support lesson every

Choose your own topic to research

week for your first five terms in the Sixth Form.

or creative product to produce

You'll also attend a series of EPQ research talks

Be responsible for your own

to help you develop the independent learning

learning and development

and research skills you will need to complete

Gain greater confidence and a

your project. At the end of your first term, once

acoustically trapped and periodically driven in a liquid at ultrasonic

sense of achievement

you’ve decided on a specific project to pursue,

frequencies. The bubble undergoes a series of expansions and

you’ll be assigned an individual project supervisor.

contractions and once per an acoustic cycle, a single flash of light

My EPQ project title is ‘How can sound produce light? Towards
a more comprehensive picture of light emission during singlebubble sonoluminescence (SBSL)’. SBSL occurs when a bubble is

Whilst studying for an EPQ, you

Throughout the EPQ programme, you’ll have

will also learn new skills such as

access to a wealth of guidance, examples from

independent research, project

previous years and subscription-free access to

management, academic referencing

JSTOR, a digital library of academic journals,

particularly interesting and decided to research it for my EPQ.

use and multimedia presentation

books and primary sources to support you in

ZOFIA, D'OVERBROECK'S ALUMNA, A*A*A*A*A*, CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

techniques.

developing your academic research skills.

is emitted. To the observer, however, it appears that the bubble is
continuously glowing. I found this mystery of ‘the glowing bubble’
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Recent project titles
Most projects focus on a written report in a particular academic area. However, we’ve
also seen poems, novels, films, dance choreography and a musical composition
submitted. Recent years have featured a fantastic range of topics, including:
How do we prevent another

Are we wasting our time pursuing

COVID-19?

low energy nuclear reactions?

Can computers think?

'A Night at the Opera': costume
designs for Christine Daaé

Which propellant is best adapted

Has the fundamental nature of

to space flight/launch propulsion?

finance been changed by AI and
software development?

'Metamorphosis': A film exploring
the interactions between humans

‘The Trembling Suit’: a collection

and nature

of short stories

How far does Material Culture
help us understand Viking
society?
To what extent did Zen

Did you know?

Buddhism influence Abstract

Last year, two of our Upper Sixth

Expressionism?

students, Milo and Zoe, represented
d’Overbroeck’s at the international

Is it efficient to use Stem Cell

‘Back to Nature’ conference and

Therapy to treat Ischemic Heart

presented their findings from their

Disease?

EPQ projects. Milo’s research paper
asked, ‘Can post-combustion carbon

I really like Philosophy and I’m also really interested in prisons
and justice, so I thought I could try and combine those

Would it be feasible for the

capture technology provide a viable

interests, both of which I hadn’t been able to study with my

whole world to suddenly eat a

solution to help tackle climate

A-Level options. For my EPQ, I did an analysis of deterrence

plant-based diet?

change?’, while Zoe’s was the more

and came up with a model of how it can be philosophically and

broadly themed; ‘Metamorphosis:
a film exploring the interactions
between humans and nature’.

ethically justified. I then took that model and tried to put it
into practice to see if the justice system in England and Wales
is currently fulfilling the expectations set out by that model.
ROSE, D'OVERBROECK'S ALUMNA, A*A*A*A*A*A*, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
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Think programme
Plus

FAST (Focused Admissions

Our Plus programmes are available in over

Skills Training) (self-selective)

15 subject areas and enable you to study

FAST is a selective programme for students

your chosen subject in more depth. You will

applying to competitive degree courses and

explore areas of the subject well beyond the

those which involve specific admissions

depending on your future plans. We’ll help you to choose which

A-Level curriculum, building research and

tests. It is made up of three separate

elements suit your academic ambitions best.

critical thinking skills in the process as well

programmes:

Our Think programme has been designed in-house to help you
develop and explore your academic interests. Not all students
will study all elements of the programme and some are selective

as starting to explore what it might be like to
pursue the course at university.

1. Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science
and Law preparation

Skills developed:

age

Plu

s

g
n
E elect
(s

ive)

You’ll follow a specific programme

Advanced subject knowledge beyond

that prepares you for all aspects of the

exam requirements

demanding selection process for these

Independent research

competitive courses. It includes help with

Critical thinking

preparation for interviews, aptitude tests

Collaboration and teamwork

such as the BMAT, UKCAT and LNAT and
support with the UCAS personal statement.
We also provide guidance on securing work
experience if required.

inaer)
Sem
ctiv
(sele

Disco
very

Discovery
Our Discovery programme is designed for

2. Oxbridge preparation

students who are interested in developing

We work closely with you to give you plenty

critical thinking skills and engaging more

of support with your application to Oxford

with current affairs and intellectually

or Cambridge. This programme includes

challenging and stimulating areas outside

additional classes that focus on extension

the core curriculum. As part of Discovery,

work, preparation for aptitude tests and

you’ll work in inter-disciplinary teams to

interviews and advice on the UCAS personal

explore areas of contemporary interest.

statement.

Previous topics covered on this programme
have ranged from the gender of language to
the evolution of rocket technology.

FAST

(Focused Admissions Skills
Training) (self-selective)

Skills developed:
Intellectual curiosity
Teamwork
Understanding of different perspectives
Independent research
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3. General Admissions Skills Training
Outside of our Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Science, Law and Oxbridge

Engage (selective)

programmes, if your chosen university

If you are on the Engage programme, you

course requires you to take an aptitude

will have regular sessions with an academic

test, such as TSA, TMUA or MAT, we will

performance coach. This coach is separate

help you to develop your skills with specific

to your Director of Studies and will help you

admissions training and preparation

set goals and intermediate targets. Activities

exercises.

include discussions to help you gain a
clear understanding of your ambitions and

Skills developed:
Application writing

developing a programme that will help you
achieve these.

Interviewing
Aptitude test and entrance exam training

Skills developed:
Goal setting
Presenting
Communication

Seminar (selective)
Our Seminar programme will allow you to
engage in focused discussions on areas of
interest to the participants. The programme
encourages students to attend (or watch)
seminars available in Oxford and beyond, to
share their discoveries with others and to
discuss their significance in a small group
setting. Students are encouraged to think
critically about what they have learned and to
deconstruct arguments effectively.
Skills developed:
Communication
Leadership

My favourite part of the Think programme is discussing topics
brought up in the Seminar programme, from philosophical

Networking

questions to political debates. These programmes are the

Collaboration and teamwork

perfect opportunity to expand and develop one’s knowledge
on subjects that you wouldn’t otherwise come across.
EMILY, D’OVERBROECK’S ALUMNA , A*A*A*, DURHAM UNIVERSITY
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Wider learning opportunities
In the Sixth Form we also offer a variety of

In recent years, some students have

wider learning opportunities. These include:

also attended conferences, both online
and further afield, which are relevant

1	Competitions, olympiads and
national challenges
	Our Sixth Form students have the

to their Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ) topics. Last year this included
the international virtual ‘Back to Nature’

opportunity to take part in various subject

conference, where two students presented

specific and co-curricular competitions

their project findings.

throughout the year.
3 Themed learning days and
Annual highlights include:
Royal Holloway's National
		Psychology Competition
	The Institute of Economic Affairs’
Budget Challenge
	The Oxford Schools’ Debating
Competition
	National Maths competitions

external speakers
	Other departments host themed learning
days throughout the year for students to
engage in wider topics relating to their
studies. One of the most popular themed
learning days is our annual ‘Brain Day’
for our A-Level Psychology and Biology
students. The day involves a series of

(including the UKMT Senior Maths

lectures delivered by Neuroscientist and

Challenge, British Mathematical

Director and Founder of Medical Biology

Olympiad 1 and Senior Kangaroo

Interactive (MBI), Dr Guy Sutton, on a

competition)

range of fascinating topics, followed by a

	National Science competitions

live dissection.

(including the Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge and Physics Olympiad)
	University essay writing competitions

Some departments also run a programme
of talks delivered by external speakers
on a range of topical issues. Last year,

Upper Sixth Psychology and Biology students were lucky enough to take
part in Brain Day with Dr Guy Sutton last year. Dr Sutton discussed a wide

our Biology Department's programme

	Many of our departments offer students

involved a series of talks and workshops

the opportunity to attend conferences and

delivered by external speakers and some

range of fascinating topics such as the effects of Marmite on the brain’s

lectures to develop their understanding

of our alumni on applying to competitive

response to visual stimuli or the negative implications of neuroplasticity.

beyond the A-Level curriculum. For

Science, Medicine and Dentistry courses.

He also discussed the possibility of creating mind-reading technology to

example, the University of Oxford runs

One of these speakers was Alex, who left

a comprehensive programme of public

d'Overbroeck's in 2019 after gaining five

lectures throughout the year and our

A* grades and winning a scholarship to

A-Level Business students usually attend

study a degree in Cellular and Molecular

relevant talks at the Saïd Business School.

Biochemistry at the University of Glasgow.

allow telepathic communication in future wars.
FREYA, D'OVERBROECK'S ALUMNA, AAA, UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM
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2 Conferences and lectures
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4 Futures: our Higher Education and
Careers programme

6 Pursue your own passions
	If you have a passion or interest that

	Students can also take part in a variety of

isn’t covered by our current academic

Higher Education and Careers focused

enrichment initiatives or co-curricular

activities in the Sixth Form to help

programme, we will also work with you to

prepare for applying to university and

make this a reality, whether this involves

beyond.

creating a new club or activity option or
finding new ways to let your talents shine.

These include:
	Talks led by alumni and external
speakers on key topics and
professions
	Expert application writing, personal

Did you know?

statement and interview practice

One of our former Upper Sixth

support

students, Joey, is heading to the

	An annual UCAS preparation

University of Manchester to study

afternoon

Medicine this year after achieving

Networking opportunities at our

A*A*A*A* in Maths, Chemistry,

		annual careers fair

Biology and Computer Science.
She is pictured on the right next to

5 Co-curricular activities programme

our Biology Department's special

	Much like our other programmes at

DNA quilt, which features the

d’Overbroeck’s, our co-curricular

names of our Biology students who

programme is founded on the values

have achieved A*s in the subject

of choice, enjoyment and engagement.

since 2014.

With an extensive range of activities,
clubs and societies to choose from, it's
important to us that our students can
find something that suits their interests.
In previous years, some of our academic
co-curricular activities options have
included Computer Coding, Economics
Society, Model United Nations, Moot
Court and Wider World Matters.
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Academic enrichment
helped me to prepare
for applying to the
University of Cambridge

FAC T FILE

A- L EV E L S ST U D I E D
Maths, History, Politics and the

EPQ TITLE

EPQ. Geography AS-Level.

How can international human rights laws
be invoked to address environmental

AC A D E M I C E N R I C H M E N T
OPTIONS STUDIED

Plus

issues stemming from a transboundary
development project?

A- L E V E L R E S U LT S

A*A*A*A*

Seminar

U N I V E R S I T Y D E S T I N AT I O N
University of Cambridge
FAST

UNIVERSITY COURSE
EPQ

20

Environmental Law
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Seminar programme
Meeting my Director of Studies

“I really like the fact that I get to meet

“My favourite thing about d’Overbroeck’s

people who are intellectually curious

EPQ

is the supportive environment. From the

Designing my programme

because they inspire me to broaden my

“I decided to study for an Extended

start, I met my Director of Studies, Nita,

“My academic enrichment programme

horizons. The programme also gives me a

Project Qualification and based my project

and she helped me choose my A-Level

included Plus, Seminar, FAST and the

platform to share my thoughts with others

on Environmental Law. The EPQ option is

subjects. She then introduced me to the

EPQ. I think that when you go into

and to explore various fields of knowledge

a really good opportunity and has helped

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), Plus

Sixth Form, studying A-Levels alone

that I have not been exposed to before."

to develop my knowledge.”

programme and Oxbridge programme.

is not enough. You need to engage in

She’s always there to help me, as well as

academic activities beyond the classroom

my other subject teachers as well.”

to develop various skills which will
undoubtedly complement your studies.
I also think that the programmes allow you
to be intellectually challenged, which is an
amazing preparation for university.”

Applying to the University of Cambridge
“d’Overbroeck’s has helped me to secure
an offer to study at Cambridge in various
ways, such as the Plus programmes and
Moot Court. Moot Court has given me the

Practicing for my interview

real experience of the law and what it’s

“When I was invited to interview at

Plus programme

like. We also visited Oxford Crown Court

Cambridge, I also had the opportunity to

“Last year, I took part in the Geography and Law Plus programmes.

and took part in a mock trial. I played the

take part in lots of mock interviews with

Geography Plus was very interesting; it was more of a discussion about

role of a defence lawyer and had to come

the teachers at school."

everything that was going on in the world that related to Geography.

up with arguments to defend my client.

Even though I’m not going to study Geography at university, I’m going to

It was a really interesting experience and

"I met up with one of my teachers and

study Environmental Law, it was really helpful to be able to hear different

I could put it in my personal statement.

he gave me a supreme court ruling to

perspectives about environmental issues and climate change.”

I also dedicated two paragraphs of my

read at the end of Year 12. At first it took

personal statement to my EPQ.”

me a week to read, but since then I can

“I think the Law Plus programme has been really helpful from the

now read one ruling in two hours. It really

beginning as I want to study this at university. On the programme I was

needs practice! In the actual interview

introduced to various aspects of the law and why we should study law.

they gave me something similar to read so

It also helped with my Cambridge application as I could practice my

I knew what to look out for."

interview skills with my Law teacher.”
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Academic enrichment
helped me to prepare for
studying Biochemistry
at university

FAC T FILE

A- L EV E L S ST U D I E D

EPQ TITLE

Biology, Chemistry,

Is radioactive iodine treatment the best

Maths and the EPQ

way to cure thyroid cancer?

AC A D E M I C E N R I C H M E N T
OPTIONS STUDIED

A- L E V E L R E S U LT S

Plus

EPQ

AAAA*

U N I V E R S I T Y D E S T I N AT I O N
University College London (UCL)

UNIVERSITY COURSE
Biochemistry
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Designing my programme

Preparing for my next steps

“My academic enrichment programme

“I’m really looking forward to studying

included Plus and the Extended Project

Biochemistry at university in September.”

Qualification (EPQ).”

Choosing to study at d'Overbroeck's
“My favourite thing about
d’Overbroeck’s is the empathetic
atmosphere. The teachers understand

EPQ

what you’re going through and the

"Because I've chosen to study

difficulties you might be facing. There’s

Biochemistry at university, I decided

a good balance between independent

to focus my EPQ on a biology-themed

study and support. At other schools there

project. My project title was ‘Is radioactive

is more of a boundary between teachers

iodine treatment the best way to cure

and students. Here, the teachers are

thyroid cancer?'"

really approachable and you can talk to
them about any subjects.”

Plus programme
“The Biology Plus programme runs
alongside your A-Levels and allows you
to explore topics beyond the A-Level
curriculum. Last year, we prepared
presentations on topics related to
Medicine and Biochemistry which we were
particularly interested in. This was a useful
opportunity to develop your presentation
skills with an audience. We also took
part in group discussions where we were

My advice to new students is don’t be afraid to lean on
your teachers for help. I personally feel that I could ask for
support from the Biology Department about anything, and

given a question to debate one-on-one

that’s the same for all departments at d’Overbroeck’s.

with a partner. These questions focused

NASTYA, D'OVERBROECK'S ALUMNA, AAAA*, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

on key topics in Biology and Medicine.”
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Academic enrichment
helped me to prepare
for applying to the
University of Oxford

FAC T FILE

A- L EV E L S ST U D I E D

EPQ TITLE

Economics, Maths, Further Maths,

On some general identities involving tails

Physics and the EPQ

of the Riemann Zeta Function

AC A D E M I C E N R I C H M E N T
OPTIONS STUDIED

A- L E V E L R E S U LT S

Plus

Discovery

A*A*A*A*A*

U N I V E R S I T Y D E S T I N AT I O N
University of Oxford

FAST
UNIVERSITY COURSE
Mathematics

EPQ

28
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Choosing to study at d'Overbroeck's

EPQ

“I chose d’Overbroeck’s because you can

Designing my programme

“For my artefact EPQ, I produced a maths

do whatever you want as long as it makes

“My academic enrichment programme

paper, where I studied the properties

you happy and the teachers will always

included Plus, Discovery, FAST and the

of the Riemann Zeta Function – one

be there to support you. Every teacher at

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).”

of the most important constructs in

d’Overbroeck’s is extremely qualified and

modern Mathematics. Inspired by a

knows their subject really well. They have

Maths Olympiad problem, I obtained

a great depth of knowledge which you can

some original results concerning the

always ask about.”

approximation of the so-called zetaconstants. I was fortunate enough to get
Professor Minhyong Kim, who is a world-

Interviewing at the University of Oxford

Plus programme

renowned mathematician and an expert

“I thought the interviews would usually

“Maths Plus involved exploring a number

in the area of Mathematics I tackled

start off with a few questions about

of fun Maths challenges outside of the

in my EPQ, interested in the project.

yourself, but actually at Oxford they

standard A-Level curriculum. It was great

He kindly agreed to meet with me and

started straight off with Maths questions!

to study the subject in more depth.”

suggested that I should submit my paper

They were really interesting and

for publication in the Journal of Number

challenging.”

Theory. As of now, the article is being
processed by the Editorial Board of the
Journal of Number Theory (JNT).”
Discovery programme
“I really enjoyed the Discovery
programme, particularly because I’m
taking STEM subjects and so having this

FAST (Focused Admissions

opportunity to get outside my comfort

Skills Training)

zone was really beneficial. It meant I could

“I also took part in FAST which

do things I wouldn’t normally do, such

involves a specific Oxbridge

as analysing texts. One of our weekly

preparation programme. This involved

tasks was to analyse newspaper articles

preparing for the entrance exams,

and discuss whether there were any

practice assessments and learning

contradictions in them. In some sessions

about the types of questions they ask.

we also had a go at some logic puzzles.”

When I found out I was shortlisted for
an interview at Oxford, my teachers

After university, I’d really like to stay in academia. I have this
lifelong dream of becoming a professor and teaching people.
Now I have this opportunity to go to Oxford and to learn from

arranged some mock interviews and

the best people in the world, I am absolutely thrilled!

those were really helpful as they gave

FRANK, D'OVERBROECK'S ALUMNUS, A*A*A*A*A*, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

me a feel for the process.”
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