
 

 

Face Coverings and Masks 
(Extracted from the school’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) policy March 2021) 

 

In the context of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, a face covering is something which safely 

covers the nose and mouth. Face coverings are largely intended to protect others, not the wearer, 

against the spread of infection because they cover the nose and mouth (the main confirmed sources 

of transmission of the virus). Face coverings can be reusable or single-use. 

WHO and UNICEF advise that children aged 12 and over should wear a mask/face covering under the 

same conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee at least a 1-metre distance 

from others and there is widespread transmission in the area. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-children-and-masks-related-to-covid-19 

The government guidance around the use of face coverings in educational settings has varied during 

the course of the pandemic, depending on the current infection rates of COVID-19.   

In developing a policy on masks/face coverings, d’Overbroeck’s has followed the latest government 

guidance [Face coverings in education March 2021 (publishing.service.gov.uk)] and also considered 

factors such as the nature of our sites, the size of our classrooms (designed for small class sizes) and 

the ways in which our students are grouped.  

Our current policy is that:  

• Masks/face coverings must be worn by all students and staff in corridors and communal 

areas inside school buildings where 2 metre distancing is not possible.  

• Face coverings should be worn in classrooms, in other learning environments such as 

workshops, and during activities unless social distancing of 2 metres can be maintained. 

This does not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability 

to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons. 

• Masks/face coverings will not be worn for playing sports or doing physical activities, such as 

running, jumping or playing on the playground, as they could compromise breathing. 

• Students and staff may choose which type of mask or face covering they would prefer to 

wear, though face coverings must securely fit round the side of the face and should not 

feature extreme or offensive designs. 

• All students and staff should bring at least two clean face coverings or temporary masks into 

school each day.  

• If using a face covering, a small plastic bag or suitable container should also be brought into 

school so that the face covering can be stored in this when not in use and the face covering 

does not contaminate surfaces or the contents of bags. Used face coverings should be 

washed at the end of the day.  

https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-children-and-masks-related-to-covid-19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/967285/Face_coverings_in_education-March-2021.pdf


• If students and staff use temporary masks, they are advised to bring several into school as 

they should be changed every few hours (including on arrival at school) and the old one 

disposed of in a bin with a lid.  

• Face masks will not routinely be provided by the school. 

• The expectation is that students and staff will conform to our policy about masks/face 

coverings unless they are able to provide a medical reason why they should be exempt 

(exemptions will be handled sensitively and should be discussed with the Head of Section in 

the first instance). In such circumstances, a face shield may be considered as an alternative 

to masks/face coverings. However, face shields do not provide the equivalent protection 

(they may protect against droplet spread in specific circumstances but are unlikely to be 

effective in preventing aerosol transmission when used without an additional face covering). 

• Occasionally, the nature of the activity may mean that a face shield is considered as an 

alternative to a mask/face covering (eg, some Drama lessons). However, because face 

shields are less effective than a face covering in preventing transmission, they should only be 

used after carrying out a risk assessment for the specific activity and should always be 

cleaned appropriately. 

• It is vital that face coverings are worn and removed correctly to avoid inadvertently 

increasing the risk of transmission. Posters are displayed about this at school, and the 

messages reinforced by staff.  

More information about different types of face coverings and masks, including videos on how to 

put on, take off and care for different masks/face coverings, can be found at:   

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-

and-how-to-use-masks 
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