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Quarantine for 
international boarders
Currently, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, all international arrivals in the UK 
must abide by a 14-day quarantine period as soon as they arrive in the UK.  The UK 
government will next review this policy on 29 June 2020.  Should this be extended, 
the next review date after that will be 20 July 2020.  With many countries offering 
limited international flights, we understand the need for parents and students to 
book their flights to the UK in order to be here for a planned start of term on 7 
September 2020.  With this in mind, d’Overbroeck’s will be opening up one or more 
of its boarding houses early this year, in order to provide a quarantine facility for 
international students.  The number of places will be limited so parents are advised 
to book a place for their son or daughter as soon as possible in order to secure a 
place.  Students who would like to quarantine with us should arrive on one of the 
following dates:

• Thursday 13 August 2020
• Monday 18 August 2020
• Saturday 22 August 2020

At the moment we cannot receive students for quarantine on any other date.  
However, if you cannot find flights to arrive on one of these dates, please let us know.

Once you have booked your son or daughter’s place in our quarantine facility, we will 
send you full details of which boarding house your son or daughter will be staying in 
(this may not be the same boarding house they will live in once term starts).  In order 
to secure your place, we will need to know the flight number for your son or daughter 
and at which airport they are arriving, so we can arrange an airport transfer.  We use 
a reliable company and your son or daughter will have a named driver who will follow 
all the BSA Charter and government guidelines; they will be wearing a mask and they 
will provide a mask and hand sanitiser for your son or daughter.

Once your son or daughter arrives in Oxford they will be taken directly to our drive-
through test location which will be located on one of our School sites.  Our School 
Nurse, Rebekah Overton-Cox, will be waiting to carry out a test on all students who 
have just arrived in the UK.  The test can be carried out while the student stays in 
the car, thereby minimising contact.  From the test location your son or daughter 
will be taken straight to the boarding house where they are going to stay during 
the quarantine period.  Our arrivals procedure will include:
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• Welcome and registration by boarding staff
• Explanation of how quarantine will work and where students can and cannot go
• Introduction to the house, the boarding staff who will be looking after them
• Details of daily routines such as temperature checks, meal times and cleaning
• Details of how to get online in the boarding house
• Registration with local GP doctor 

There will be a team of boarding staff in the boarding house to look after your son 
and daughter and make sure they are well and happy.

During the quarantine period students will also be supported by academic and 
pastoral staff at the school. In this period students will:

• Meet key members of staff and have the opportunity to find out more about the 
courses they will study in September and any aspect of school life they want to 
know more about

• Get to know more about Oxford and the many different study, leisure and cultural 
opportunities this world famous city offers students once quarantine is over

• Be introduced to aspects of British culture and society to ensure students adjust 
to being abroad as quickly as possible

• Have the opportunity to explore aspects of the programme they will be studying 
from September; this will ensure, for example, they have the right combination of 
subjects for their future career choices

• Have the chance to do some preparatory research, reading and study skill work to 
ensure students feel fully prepared and confident to start their studies

• Have the opportunity to undertake a number of online activities to help us assess 
their interests and career plans; this will be invaluable when they are working with 
their Form Tutors and personal tutors once the academic year begins fully

• Be able to take part in the school’s programme designed to help students keep fit 
and active whilst indoors

Our aim is to make the quarantine period a productive one for students - giving them 
the opportunity to discover more about Oxford, the UK, d’Overbroeck’s and their study 
programme. This means they start their studies confident, excited and ready to do as 
well as they can.  It also gives us the chance to get to know students better before 
they join their full time study programme. 

We also want students to have an enjoyable start to their time at the school and 
will ensure their time with us in quarantine includes plenty of opportunities to get to 
know other students in their house and to take part in some fun activities to make 
their start with us as welcoming as possible. 
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During these uncertain times it is possible that the compulsory quarantine period 
may be lifted before your son or daughter arrives in the UK.  Should this happen, the 
boarding houses will still be open and a programme of study and activities will be 
provided for students until the School term begins.

If you would like your son or daughter to take advantage of the quarantine facility that 
d’Overbroecks’s is providing, please send an email to 
res.boarding@doverbroecks.com, specifying which of the dates they would like to 
arrive at on.  The non-refundable charges will be added to your first term’s school bill.  
These will include the charge for the airport transfer.

If your son or daughter is going to quarantine with a guardian, or relative, or family 
friend, then they should arrive in their boarding house on Sunday 6 September.  We 
will need flight details for all students arriving in the UK and details of where they are 
quarantining if not with us (name of adult responsible for them and full UK address 
of where they will be).

For the latest UK government guidelines on the quarantine requirements for 
international arrivals in the UK, please click here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-
isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-
travel-to-the-uk

For information on the BSA (Boarding School’s Association) Covid-19 Charter, that 
d’Overbroeck’s has signed up to, please click here:
https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/Covid%20documents/Covid%20Safe%20
Charter.pdf

For the latest information on the school’s response to the Covid-19 situation please 
click here:
https://www.doverbroecks.com/home/doverbroecks-school-news/covid-19/
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