
Arvo Pärt
Man and Music

A deeply spiritual composer



He's from Estonia



Which was part of 
the Soviet bloc



Serialism in the 1960's

• Nekrolog- 1960

• Credo- 1968

• In music, serialism is a 
method of composition using 
series of pitches, rhythms, 
dynamics, timbres or other 
musical elements.
• Serialism began primarily 
with Arnold Schoenberg's 
twelve-tone technique



CREDO-
1968

Credo (lit. Means 'I believe') was 
a statement of Pärt's christian 

faith.

It is inspired by the idea central to christianity -
"love your neighbours"

"The work comprises two musically opposing, colliding worlds: one serial and 
aleatoric, the other an arrangement of a prelude by Bach. What I wanted to show 
through the work's unfolding – inexorable like a chain reaction – is how the postulate 
‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’, harmless as it may seem in its initial stage, only 
gradually displays the full destructive dimensions of its true face; an escalation of 
power that, like an avalanche, eventually comes up against its own limits. What at first 
we perceive as human justice finally turns into its opposite. ‘Do not resist one who is 
evil’ … ‘Love your enemies’ – there is nothing more radical and enigmatic than these 
words of Christ, which nearly burst the bounds of our reason. And yet…"



CREDO
In composing this piece Pärt realised that he had reached 
a creative crisis. This led him to renounce the techniques 
and means of expression and serialism used so far
On a social level the religious nature of this piece 
resulted in him being unofficially censured and his music 
disappearing from concert halls. For the next eight years 
he composed very little, focusing instead on studies 
of medieval and Renaissance music in order to find his 
new musical language. In 1972 he 
converted from Lutheranism to Orthodox Christianity. 
(wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church


Spiegel im Spiegel-
1978

The birth of 
'tintinnabuli'



Tintinnabuli

• Tintinnabuli (singular. tintinnabulum; from 
the Latin tintinnabulum, "a bell") is a 
compositional style created by 
the Estonian composer Arvo Pärt, introduced in 
his Für Alina (1976), and used again in Spiegel im 
Spiegel (1978). This simple style was influenced 
by the composer's mystical experiences 
with chant music. Musically, Pärt's tintinnabular
music is characterized by two types of voice, the 
first of which (dubbed the "tintinnabular
voice") arpeggiates the tonic triad, and the 
second of which moves diatonically in stepwise 
motion.[1] The works often have a slow and 
meditative tempo, and a minimalist approach to 
both notation and performance. Pärt's 
compositional approach has expanded somewhat 
in the years since 1970, but the overall effect 
remains largely the same. (Wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arvo_P%25C3%25A4rt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%25C3%25BCr_Alina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiegel_im_Spiegel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arpeggio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonic_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triad_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diatonic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tintinnabuli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimalist_music


Choral 
tintinnabuli



How to do it 
yourself!


