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“ A school that really cares about 
and fosters the talents of every 
individual student”

Parent
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WELCOME TO D’OVERBROECK’S YEARS 7-11

Since then, we have grown and developed in all kinds of ways - in 
facilities, in numbers, in academic success and in reputation, and yet we 
have always endeavoured to stay true to our founding principles. What 
remains constant is our commitment to secure for each and every child 
in d’Overbroeck’s 7-11 the best possible education in an encouraging and 
fulfilling environment and to ensure that our parents’ faith in entrusting 
us with the responsibility for just about the most important part of their 
children’s development – their education - is fully justified.

We intended from the first to build a school that was happy and stimulating; 
a school with a strong sense of community but also a place with room - and 
time - for individuals; a school where all children were valued, whatever 
their talents, and where they were nurtured and encouraged to make the 
most of those talents without being subjected to excessive pressure; a 
school of high standards and wide opportunities, designed around its 
students, in which they could – above all - enjoy the educational process 
and attain real academic and personal fulfilment.

And I believe that is exactly what we have achieved over the past 14 years.

We are still different because we are still small enough for every teacher 
to know every single child as an individual; because we educate boys and 
girls together; because we believe in inspiring students towards academic 
success rather than pressuring them into it and because we aim to strike 
a balance between freedom and regulation, between informality and 
rigour, and between happiness and results. We are still a place where 
boundaries are clear but rules do not stifle and where students, staff and 
parents are an integral part of a distinctive family atmosphere. We will, 
indeed, continue to be a school characterised by humour and humanity, 
by informal yet respectful relationships, by a strong sense of community 
and by a clear common purpose and clear common goals.

My vision was always that of a family school, at ease with itself, 
characterised by enthusiasm, humour, individuality and achievement.

Back in 2005 I helped to found a brand new part of d’Overbroeck’s College (as it then was) 

catering initially for 70 young people from 11-16 and designed to be a refreshing change 

from the traditionally large, driven, single gender schools to be found in Oxford and 

environs.

Mark Olejnik

Head of Years 7-11
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Open Mornings
We have three Open Mornings each year, one per term. Joining 
us on an Open Morning will give you a relaxed and informal way 
to meet students and staff and to glean a lot of information 
about all aspects of life at d’Overbroeck’s Years 7 to 11. 
For information about our next Open Morning, please visit           
www.doverbroecks.com/openday.

Individual visits
It is important that prospective students and their parents come 
for an individual visit on a school day. This provides a chance to 
see the school in action and get a feel for d’Overbroeck’s life. 
Your visit will include a meeting with Mark Olejnik, the Head of 
Years 7 to 11. We normally expect your child to come with you 
although we can arrange an initial parent-only visit if you prefer. 

If you are looking at entry into Year 7, we recommend coming 
for this individual visit when your child is in Year 5 or early in 
Year 6. For entry into Year 9, we suggest you visit when your 
child is in Year 6 or 7. 

Registration
Once you have visited we would ask you to register your child 
by completing our online Application Form. 

Taster day
Every child applying to join Years 7 to 11 will be asked to join 
us for a taster day. This gives your child a chance to experience 
life as a d’Overbroeck’s student – without doubt the best way 
to get to know the school. We assign a student ‘buddy’ in the 
relevant year group (students in Year 6 are looked after by our 
Year 7s) who will act as a guide throughout the day. We only 
have one visitor per class at any one time, so each teacher will 
have time to get to know your child during their visit. 

Our Years 7 to 11 site has space for 198 students in total, with the majority applying to join us in either Year 7 or 
Year 9. It is sometimes possible for students to join us in Year 8 or Year 10 providing we have space in the year 
group. Our students come to us from a wide range of schools locally, nationally and sometimes internationally. 

If you would like to explore the possibility of applying for your child to join our Years 7 to 11 section, the first step 
is to give our Registrar, Rob Barker, a call for an initial conversation. Rob can be reached on 01865 688731.

We would then strongly encourage you to come and visit. Many parents like to come to an Open Day first and then 
follow this up with an individual visit on a school day, though you can just as easily do this the other way around. 

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION

Entrance assessment
If the taster day goes well, both from our side and yours, we 
would then arrange for your child to sit our entrance exam. This 
consists of papers in Maths and English. For entry into Year 9 
or 10, students will also be asked to sit a Non-Verbal Reasoning 
paper. Each test is designed to gauge a student’s academic 
potential and no specific preparation or revision is required. The 
tests are not curriculum-linked and so your child’s educational 
background should not be a factor.

Students applying to join Year 7 will most likely attend one of our 
group assessment mornings during the Autumn term of Year 6. 
Students for Years 8, 9 or 10 sit entrance exams on an ad hoc 
basis throughout the year. The tests take around two and a half 
hours to complete. 

Decision-making
Before making a decision on your child’s application, we will 
contact their school to request a reference. Our offer letter will 
include a deadline for acceptance, usually around four weeks 
from the date of the letter. If you need more time to decide then 
you can contact our Registrar, Rob Barker, to discuss this. 

Open Day Dates

Saturday 5 October 2019 10am-1pm

Saturday 8 February 2020 10am-1pm 

Saturday 16 May 2020 10am-1pm
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APPLICATION DATES AT A GLANCE

What? When?

Open Morning October, February and May 

Individual visit During Year 5 or early in Year 6

Application Form Following your individual visit

Taster day October/November of Year 6

Reference November of Year 6

Entrance exams Late November/early December of Year 6

Offers made Just before the end of the Autumn term

For entry into Year 7

What? When?

Open Morning October, February and May

Individual visit During Year 6 or Year 7

Application Form Following your individual visit

Taster day Flexible – usually sometime during Year 7

Reference Following taster day and before entrance exams

Entrance exams Flexible – usually sometime during Year 7 

Offers made Flexible - once the steps above have been completed

For entry into Year 9



6

FEES 2019-20*

2019-20

AUTUMN TERM
Term Starts - Tuesday 3 September 2019
Half Term - Friday 18 October to Monday 28 October 2019
Term Ends - Friday 13 December 2019

SPRING TERM
Term Starts - Monday 6 January 2020
Half Term - Friday 14 February to Sunday 23 February 2020 
Term Ends - Friday 3 April 2020

SUMMER TERM
Term Starts - Monday 27 April 2020
Bank Holiday - Friday 8 May 2020
Half Term - Saturday 23 May to Sunday 31 May 2020
Term Ends - Friday 3 July 2020

INITIAL CHARGES

Registration fee £100

Acceptance fee and deposit £1200

Please note that the registration and acceptance fees are not refundable if the student is withdrawn after a place has been 
accepted. The supplemental charges deposit will be refunded at the end of the academic year, less any supplemental charges or 
any other fees still outstanding.

TUITION FEES

Termly fee £6,050

OTHER CHARGES

Lunch £320 per term (equivalent to around £5 a day)

Instrumental / voice £34 per 35 minute session

Details of other charges, including trips and visits, special exam arrangements, optional insurance cover and any 
supplemetary one-to-one teaching (that may have been agreed in advance with parents) are available on our website.

TERM DATES

*Please note all fees are correct at time of printing (September 2019) and are subject to change.

2020-21 (provisional)

AUTUMN TERM
Term Starts - Monday 7 September 2020
Half Term - Friday 23 October to Monday 2 November 2020 
Term Ends - Wednesday 16 December 2020

SPRING TERM
Term Starts - Thursday 7 January 2021
Half Term - Friday 12 February to Sunday 21 February 2021
Term Ends - Friday 26 March 2021

SUMMER TERM
Term Starts - Monday 19 April 2021
Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May 2021
Half Term - Saturday 29 May to Sunday 6 June 2021
Term Ends - Friday 2 July 2021
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MAP

Years 7-11

North Oxford

Summertown

Oxford City Centre

Marston

Wolvercote

Jericho

Headington

East Oxford

Cutteslowe roundabout

Sixth Form: 333 Banbury Road

Sport at Oxford Brookes University

Sports facilities

Sport at Oxford University

Oxford station

Bus station

Bus and rail station

Oxford Parkway station
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OXFORD SCHOOLS BUS PARTNERSHIP
The Oxford Schools Bus Partnership is a collaboration between seven Oxford schools – 
d’Overbroeck’s, Dragon School, Headington School, Magdalen College School, Oxford High School, 
Rye St Antony and Wychwood School – set up to provide a safe, reliable transport solution for 
parents whose children attend the seven schools comprising the partnership. For more information 
visit www.osbp.net.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

We offer scholarships for those entering Years 7 and 9. Awards are made to students who 
will make a considerable contribution to the life of the school, and who show outstanding 
ability and potential.

The financial value of a scholarship award, which remains at the discretion of the school, 
may be anything up to a maximum of 20% of tuition fees.

Students who have been offered a place may be considered for a scholarship in one of 
the following areas:

Academic

This rewards outstanding academic potential and requires evidence of a high level of academic achievement to date. 
Candidates sit examinations across a range of subjects, usually Maths, English, Science and Humanities.

Art

This scholarship recognises outstanding talent in the visual/fine arts, demonstrated by a portfolio of work. Candidates 
spend half a day in school producing a piece of work and discussing their portfolio.

Performing Arts

Candidates demonstrating an outstanding talent and enthusiasm for Music, Drama or both may be awarded a performing 
arts scholarship. They will need to demonstrate commitment and play a very active role in school productions and other 
performing arts activities.

The deadline for scholarship applications will be Friday 17 January 2020 and our Scholarship Days will take place in early 
February 2020.
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CURRICULUM
All Year 7 and 8 students follow a broad common curriculum. In Year 9, students choose which 
languages to continue studying. Year 10 students follow the GCSE curriculum, usually selecting 
four subjects from our list of options, making up a total of 10 subjects.

We aim to nurture our students, developing knowledge, skills and talents in a supportive 
environment which encourages and challenges rather than pressurises and which understands 
the primacy of the individual. The aim is for students to become confident, independent 
personalities well able to make full use of their potential wherever it may lie.

In order to ensure that students make maximum progress and are prepared for higher education 
and lifelong learning all students experience a balanced range of curricular subjects and extra-
curricular opportunities. 

Year 7 and 8
In Years 7 and 8 all students are taught in mixed ability groups except 
for Maths, where classes are usually set according to learning styles 
and needs.

Students follow a broad curriculum, embracing Mathematics, English 
(including Literature), Geography, History, Latin, French, Spanish 
(starting in Year 8), Computing, Art and Design, Music, Drama, Sport, 
Personal Development and Religion, Ethics and Philosophy. A general 
Science course is taught by specialists in Years 7 and 8.

Year 9
Our broad curriculum continues with students selecting two 
languages from a choice of three. However, some opt to study 
Classical Civilisation in place of a second foreign language. Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics are studied as separate subjects from Year 
9 onwards. 

Year 10 and 11
The majority of our students study 10 GCSEs and option groups 
are created with a view to maintaining a good level of student 
choice. Students follow a balanced programme with Maths, English 
Language and Literature, a foreign language, and a Humanities 
subject being mandatory. All students study for Triple Award Science. 
We would consequently expect the great majority of our students to 
be eligible for the English Baccalaureate at the end of their course. 

During their GCSE years, pupils will also receive guidance on 
preparation for public examinations, careers and their options for 
Sixth Form and further education.
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PERSONALISED LEARNING
One of our most important aims at d’Overbroeck’s is that we 
tailor what we do to the needs of the child – our aim is for 
each individual to meet their academic, social and personal 
potential. Where students need to be stretched we can employ 
three main strategies to do so: 

Extension: this is about depth. We encourage students to 
apply higher order thinking skills. Students follow the standard 
curriculum but develop a deeper understanding.

Enrichment: this is about breadth and means going beyond 
the usual limits of a subject or topic. We will deliver enrichment 
through a programme of activities. Our enrichment programme 
is usually open to all students in that they may all apply to take 
part. In some cases there may be an element of selection e.g. 
where a limited number are needed for a team.

Acceleration: this is about pace. It involves students working 
at the level of an older age group. We will adopt this strategy 
only in exceptional circumstances where it is essential to 
meeting the needs of a particular student. 

We are happy to offer places to those children who will require 
curriculum support if they fulfil our wider academic criteria and 
if we are satisfied that we can offer them a complete package 
of such support. Clearly, we will only accept students for whom 
we are confident that, as a school, we can make appropriate 
provision. 

Our aim is to remove barriers to learning and to enable those 
students who require support to enjoy equal access to the 
curriculum and to achieve results commensurate with their 
abilities, so far as this is practically possible. We also want to 
build confidence and self-esteem and equip students with 
the necessary practical skills for future success. All children 
receiving learning support in Years 7 to 11 are provided with 
an Individual Education Plan, which is reviewed termly, and we 
monitor need and progress very carefully. No additional charge 
is made for learning support lessons.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT (PD)
The PD curriculum is broad and wide-ranging and covers 
personal, social, moral, health and economic education. 

THE EXTENDED CURRICULUM
A range of clubs and activities is on offer both during the school 
day and afterwards, designed to broaden pupils’ experience 
and improve their skills and knowledge. Students have 
opportunities to participate in activities that may be closely 
related to the subjects they study during the day, for example 
in our range of subject ‘clinics’ and clubs, or that may open up 
a new experience as in our Debating Society, Chess Club or the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.

For students in Years 7 to 9, a two-hour session each week is 
devoted to extra-curricular activities with students being 
required to opt for a different activity each half-term. In 
addition, a number of other activities take place after school 
from sports fixtures to music, dance or riding clubs.

Homework forms an important part of the extended curriculum. 
It will be concerned with research, problem-solving, the 
reinforcement of learning, and encouraging pupils to use their 
initiative. Homework follows an agreed appropriate timetable, 
known to parents, students and staff. 

Cross-curricular activities will also be developed in which 
students investigate particular themes that transcend 
conventional subject and timetable boundaries.

Work experience in Year 10 is also an integral part of the 
extended curriculum.

REPORTS
All students will receive effort and achievement grades on a 
regular basis as part of our student progress system; these are 
then made available to parents so as to keep them informed 
as to progress. More extensive reports are written in June for 
Years 7 to 10 and in December for Year 11.
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THE SCHOOL DAY

In Years 7 to 11, the school day begins with registration at 
8.35am. The site is open for students from 8.00am. Registration 
is an opportunity for the Form Teacher to perform daily 
administrative tasks but will also be used for important 
pastoral activities and as part of our programme of Personal 
Development (PD). A second, shorter registration takes place at 
the start of afternoon school.

Teaching begins at 8:45am except on a Monday when there is an 
assembly for everyone. Timetables are divided into 10 periods 
of 35 minutes per day. Many lessons will consist of double or, for 
subjects like Art and Sport, triple periods.

There are three breaks during the day: at mid-morning (15 
minutes), lunchtime (50 minutes) and mid-afternoon (15 
minutes), giving plenty of opportunity for recreation and 
refreshment as well as time to attend a multiplicity of lunchtime 
clubs and activities. 

We are committed to a healthy food regime for our students. 
School lunches are prepared by a professional team of chefs 
based at our Sixth Form and served on-site by our catering 
staff. Students may instead prefer to bring a packed lunch with 
them; this can be eaten in the dining hall or outside, if weather 
permits. 

The school day finishes at 4:00pm for all students, enabling 
them to catch dedicated independent schools bus services, 
although some clubs, activities and Sport fixtures may have a 
later finish time. There is no Saturday school.

Homework Club, a free and supervised facility, takes place 
every day from Monday to Thursday after school until 5.00pm. 
It provides an environment in which students can complete 
their homework or conduct independent research, confident 
that they will receive any necessary assistance from the 
supervising teacher. 
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PASTORAL SUPPORT

Every student has a designated form teacher who oversees 
all aspects of their wellbeing and development, both pastoral 
and academic. The form teacher is also the first port of call for 
any parent or guardian wishing to discuss these matters with 
the school. Students meet with their form teachers twice daily 
for registration, an occasion which provides opportunities for 
administrative matters such as checking homework and special 
form activities as well as individual discussions with form 
members. Many such teachers are also involved in the delivery 
of our Personal Development course, an essential component 
of our curriculum designed to encompass personal, social, 
moral, health and economic education. Form teachers are also 
responsible for co-ordinating regular school reports and are 
always happy to discuss any aspect of a child’s schooling with 
their parents or guardian.

The form teacher will always support their students pastorally, 
but there is also additional support available in the shape of our 
KS3 (Years 7-9) and KS4 (Years 10-11) Pastoral Coordinators, 
Anne-Marie Jones and Jenny Clark respectively. The Pastoral 
Coordinator’s role is to oversee the needs of all students in their 
section of the school and to provide additional support to help 
all students achieve their full potential, become fully integrated 
members of our school community and make the most of their 
time at d’Overbroeck’s. The Pastoral Coordinators will also 
oversee any disciplinary matters that are passed onto them 
from form teachers whilst also being empowered to suggest 
additional academic or wellbeing support if it is required.

Should we feel that more specialist intervention might be 
necessary to help with supporting a child’s wellbeing, they 
can also see Emily Saddler, our Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health Lead who can also make recommendations to Charlie 
and Kiki, our school counsellors.

So, there is plenty of personal support available to our students 
to ensure their happiness, but equally we aim to provide 
students not simply with help, but also with the essential tools 
of resilience and self-reliance that will enable them to face the 
world beyond school with confidence and optimism.

Anne-Marie Jones

KS3 Pastoral Coordinator

Emily Saddler

Social, Emotional and Mental 

Health Lead

Jenny Clark

KS4 Pastoral Coordinator
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GCSE RESULTS 2019

Progression to the Sixth Form
The Sixth Form progression programme is designed to help students feel prepared, confident and, above all, excited at 
the prospect of moving up to the Sixth Form. Being mindful of the fact that the shift into A levels can feel a little daunting, 
the programme involves a series of sessions to introduce students to sixth form life, academic choices and refresh their 
understanding of the d’Overbroeck’s ethos which permeates throughout the school as a whole.
 
During the Autumn term, Year 11s explore which subject choices are right for them through PD sessions and one to one 
discussions with the Progression Coordinator. They are also introduced to ‘new’ A level subject choices by Sixth Form 
teachers and meet current sixth formers to get a fresh insight into the role and responsibilities of an A level student. 

Both Year 10 and 11 students and parents have opportunities to visit the Sixth Form throughout the year to explore the 
environment and their place within it. Overall, the programme creates informed and enthused students who are prepared to 
begin the next stage of their d’Overbroeck’s career.

GCSE results
In 2019 we were delighted to receive our best ever 
set of GCSE results, demonstrating that our academic 
achievement is continuously improving.

9
17% of all entries 

achieved grade 9 (A*)

37%
of all entries achieved 

grade 9/8 (A*)

of all entries achieved 
grade 4 and above in
English and Maths

62%
of all entries achieved 

grade 9/8/7 (A*/A)

100%



15

A LEVEL RESULTS 2019

A level results
Our students achieve in many different areas during their time at the Sixth Form – 
for example, in sporting competitions, music and drama performance, national science 
competitions, public speaking and debating competitions. Their achievements are wide 
ranging and impressive; as is their personal development how much they develop as 
individuals ready and eager to enjoy the opportunities ahead of them. An important part 
of their achievement is in the grades they gain at A level.

A*
Almost 1 in 5 of all 
entries achieved A*

51%
Half of all entries 

achieved grade A*/A

We also continue to help 
students develop their 

research and academic skills 
beyond A level. For example, 
82% of students taking the 
Extended Project gained an 

A* or A grade.

82%
Over 80% of entries 

achieved grades 
A*, A or B

82%
Almost one third of 

students achieved 3 or 
more grade A or A*s

1/3
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YEARS 7-11 STAFF

Jonathan Cuff 
Principal of d’Overbroeck’s

Jane Cockerill
Deputy Head

Rob Barker
Registrar

Mark Olejnik
Head of Years 7-11

Katie Vingoe
Learning Support

Paul Wheeler 
Director of Studies and 

Head of Geography

Natasha Wertheim 
Head of Religion, Ethics 
and Philosophy

Claire Coltellini
Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages

Jane Nimmo-Smith
Head of Classics

Richard Poyser

Director of Music 

Sarah Hitchcox
Years 7-11 Secretary

Martin Procter
Head of Sport

Joe Swarbrick
Director of Drama 

Rachel Thanassoulis 
Head of English

Rob Pollard
Head of History

Wendy Rawding
Head of Art

Sarah Sheckleton

Head of Maths 

Anne-Marie Jones

Head of Science 

Johny Richards
Director of Sport

Leah Howard
Academic and Leadership 

Support Administrator



“The pastoral support that is 
given is outstanding, coupled with 

fantastic academic approaches”

Parent



doverbroecksoxford @doverbroecks doverbroecks_oxford

Leckford Road
Oxford
OX2 6HX

+44 (0)1865 688 700
7-11@doverbroecks.com

www.doverbroecks.com


