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d’Overbroeck’s is an accredited member of the 
Independent Schools Council. As such, we are 
subject to regular inspection by the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate (ISI). This takes the place 
of Ofsted inspections for ISC members. 

In our most recent full ISI inspection, the school 
was judged ‘Excellent’ in all aspects of its 
educational provision. The inspection team also 
commented on the ‘extremely high levels of 
satisfaction with the school overall’ expressed 
in the parental responses to the pre-inspection 
survey. The full inspection report can be 
found on our website: www.doverbroecks.com/
inspection.

d’Overbroeck’s is in membership of the Society 
of Heads of independent schools and of the 
Boarding Schools Association. 
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Years 7-11
Leckford Road
Oxford OX2 6HX

01865 688700
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Welcome 

We’re often asked what it is that makes d’Overbroeck’s different 
from other schools. The answer, I think, lies in our shared values and 
a relaxed but vibrant atmosphere, where the individual is key and 
laughter is an essential part of everyday life.

The ethos at d’Overbroeck’s 
is firmly built on personal 
relationships, on a relative 
lack of stuffiness and formal 
hierarchies, and on a strong 
belief that the individual, every 
individual, is at the heart of 
the school. At the same time, 
our approach is emphatically 
collaborative. We believe in 
leading by example, in a healthy 

dose of flexibility and in the power of laughter and humanity. 
‘Enthusiasm’, ‘maturity’ and ‘courtesy’ are words that frequently 
feature in the observations of visitors to the school. This is an 
environment which gives people – staff as much as students –  
the space to be themselves and the encouragement and stimulus 
to grow, to learn, to engage with complexity and to achieve their 
goals, while also making time for friendship, for laughter and for 
living life to the full.

Like all schools we have boundaries, but we encourage students 
to push them for learning and think them through for themselves. 
We encourage them to listen; we also ensure that they’re heard. 

Academic achievement and personal growth are at the 
centre of what we aim to achieve; and the school’s success in 
achieving these goals is evident in our exam results, in students’ 
achievements in extra- and co-curricular activities and in the 
enthusiastic endorsement we receive from current and former 
parents and students.

The detail of what we offer is on our website but, when choosing 
a school, you’ll want more than that. This prospectus offers you 
an insight into our ethos and our values – that which makes 
d’Overbroeck’s the vibrant and successful school that it is. We 
have also asked present and past students – and their parents 

– to tell us about their experience of d’Overbroeck’s and what 
it means to them. Their thoughts and comments also inform 
these pages.

If you like what you see, please do visit us and ‘feel’ the pulse 
and energy of our school environment for yourself. 

We look forward to meeting you.

Jonathan Cuff  
Principal

“Every school has a Head. Some schools 

also have a heart, and this is why I count 

myself so fortunate to be Head of Years 

7-11 at d’Overbroeck’s”

Mark Olejnik  

Head of Years 7-11

“Academically challenging but always with 

a sense of fun and a determination to 

achieve the best possible outcome, in 

every sense, for each student”

Alasdair MacPherson  

Head of Sixth Form
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d’Overbroeck’s today

d’Overbroeck’s is a thriving co-educational independent school of 
over 600 students from age 11 through to the Sixth Form. We’re 
a day school up to Year 11 but we offer both day and boarding 
in the Sixth Form. We are the only co-educational independent 
school in Oxford from the age of 11.

This is a happy and diverse community. Our wide mix of students 
come to us from local state, prep and other independent schools 
as well as internationally. 

Entry to the school is selective at three main entry points, 11+, 
13+ and Sixth Form. We will also happily consider applications 
from students who wish to join us at Year 8 or Year 10 subject to 
spaces being available. 

Our history

d’Overbroeck’s was founded in 1977 by Malcolm van Biervliet. 
(d’Overbroeck is a part of his family name which has Flemish 
origins.) Malcolm was an inspirational teacher. He left it to others 
to run the school while he devoted himself to what he enjoyed 
best: teaching. For thirty years, from 1977 until he retired in 2007, 
he was a full time teacher (of French and Spanish) and head of 
the Modern Languages department. Malcolm led by example, 
and his legacy is still very much in evidence in the ethos and 
educational approach of the d’Overbroeck’s of today. He believed 
lessons should be interactive and characterised by laughter and 
engagement as part of successful learning. 

It was Malcolm who wanted the use of first names for staff and 
students because he wanted people to talk to each other. He was 
not a fan of hierarchies and unnecessary structures and policies. 
He wanted people to work together and to respect each other’s 
ideas whatever their age or role in the school.

In a comparatively short time, d’Overbroeck’s has established 
itself as a thriving, forward-looking and highly successful school 
with a distinctive ethos, an outstanding staff team, and a strong 
reputation for the quality of our educational and pastoral provision.
Its approach provides an outstanding preparation for the world 
of work these days - a world of collaboration, of team work, of 
shared learning, of independent and creative thinking.“Students are very supportive 

of each other and behaviour 
throughout is excellent, 
exemplified in considerate,  

warm relationships.”
ISI inspection report
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“ Students’ social development is excellent. This is 
immediately obvious in their attitude to each other and to 
adults. They have strong friendships and also relate well to 
newcomers.” 

Independent Schools Inspectorate
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When you visit, you may spot engaging and lively conversations taking place in 
corridors, or at break-time, between students and teachers. It happens all the 
time, because students feel engaged, happy and at ease with themselves and 
their school environment. Chatting with a teacher, rather than being spoken to 
by a teacher, is natural for us.

Moving into a new school can be daunting but small class sizes and our House 
system help students make new friends and settle in quickly. A new school 
also marks an emotional and educational move ‘up’ to a world which is more 
challenging, but we make sure it’s also fun and that enthusiasm for learning is 
an infectious part of every school day.

Being on first-name terms with teachers helps students see us as people who 
are approachable, accessible and comfortable to be around. In the same way, 
our light-touch uniform strikes a healthy balance between feeling at ease and 
still being – recognisably – part of the team.

So authority evolves naturally, based on mutual respect. We lead by example 
and students are quick to respond. Commitment to the collective ethos, 
standards and values of the school is woven into our daily lives. 

Most importantly, we know our students well. Our approach to pastoral care 
means that no-one slips through the net. If a student has a wobble, there’s 
always someone there to notice, to care and to act quickly to get them back 
on track.

We’re attuned to every student’s personality and learning style. Everything 
we do is centred around each student. Working hard is key but so is a sense 
of enthusiasm and involvement, of taking part in interesting, challenging 
activities and of doing so amongst friends.

A compelling and  
distinctive ethos

“Fabulous student:teacher ratios, 
excellent teachers.”
Current Parent
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“We aim for our students to have, as the 

16th Century French philosopher Michel de 

Montaigne put it, ‘well-made heads rather 
than full ones.’”
Malcolm van Biervliet, founder of d’Overbroeck’s
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We aim to provide a broad education that will challenge and develop 
the whole person. We work together every day to ensure students 
discover their passions and exceed their own expectations. The 
process of learning is necessarily collaborative and students are 
involved in this from day one. Year 7s will be introduced to different 
learning styles and will be encouraged to hone their own strategies to 
use when faced with new information and challenges. 

It is not uncommon to see students in the same class working on 
different tasks, and a great advantage of this is the opportunity to 
learn and respect how others learn. In this way students come to 
know how to work in a group that complements their strengths, and 
they learn how to take on different roles within this group. This means 
our students are well-prepared not only for the academic rigour of 
university but for the independence of thought and study required to 
thrive in such an environment, and indeed in the world beyond.

Our small class sizes allow staff the opportunity to know students 
as individuals and this is central to the success of our community. 
Together with us, students will discover their strengths and how to 
make the most of them, and they will come to understand their 
challenges and how to overcome them. We notice when students’ 
interests and abilities change over time, and can adapt our teaching 
to ensure the excitement of learning is not lost. 

Discussion and debate are central to learning at d’Overbroeck’s. 
Students are encouraged from their first day to challenge information 
they are given and to seek out opposing views. They are taught 
to research widely and to scrutinise their findings rigorously 
before establishing their own judgement. They are encouraged 
to communicate this judgement with conviction and sensitivity, 
without compromising their open-mindedness. As the world around 
us changes so quickly, these lifelong skills will endure and enable 
students to navigate a society that we can’t accurately predict. 

Our Academic Approach

“Our approach? Academic rigour 
infused with a dose of fun. No greater 

satisfaction than seeing my students 

dive into the toughest problems with 

gusto and enjoy their Maths!”

Sarah Shekleton, Head of Maths (Years 7-11)
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“The best thing about d’Overbroeck’s 

is the quality of teaching, and 

the combination of academic 
seriousness with informality.”
Current Parent
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Teaching, throughout the age range, is designed to foster resilience as well 
as independent thinking and learning skills. We start this as early as Year 7 
and go on developing it over time. 

At GCSE and A level, both raw results and value-added data show 
impressive achievement across the ability range, and progression to 
Oxbridge and other top Russell Group universities is consistently strong. 

However, learning at d’Overbroeck’s goes far beyond the confines of exam 
specifications. We offer a very full programme of academic enrichment, 
from Maths and Science Olympiads through to the Sixth Form Extended 
Project Qualification. A wide range of trips and visiting speakers further 
enriches the taught curriculum. 

A strong record of 
academic achievement
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Sport 

Sport is an important part of life at d’Overbroeck’s. Encouraging students to 
maintain an active and healthy lifestyle as they grow through adolescence, 
developing fitness and a multitude of physical and technical skills alongside 
teamwork and leadership, and being immersed in the thrill of competitive 
games are all part of our vision for how sport fits into our curricular and 
co-curricular provision. 

PE is an integral part of our core curriculum through to Year 11. Many team 
and individual sports are offered as options in the extensive programme of 
extra-curricular activities in which our students participate through the year. 

Across the school, students take part in a busy schedule of fixtures against 
other schools. We believe in an inclusive approach and aim to give as many 
students as possible the opportunity to be part of a team and to play in 
competitive fixtures. 

As you will soon notice, we don’t have sports facilities on site. We are, 
however, fortunate to have the use of a number of excellent sports facilities 
nearby, including Astroturf and grass pitches, netball, basketball and tennis 
courts, a swimming pool, gym and climbing wall, and much else besides. 
Much of our sport takes place at the Oxford University’s Iffley Road 
Sports Complex where our students have exclusive use of the facilities 
once a week.

In addition to traditional team sports such as football, netball, hockey and 
rugby, we also offer students opportunities to discover, and be involved 
in, a wide range of other activities. For example, dance, yoga, swimming, 
golf, archery and horse-riding have all been part of our sport and activities 
programme in recent years, and this list grows each year. We also participate 
actively in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, which we offer at Bronze, 
Silver and Gold levels. 

“The school’s extra-curricular 

programme provides many 

opportunities for students to engage 

in a range of individual and team 

sports; these opportunities are 
seized with enthusiasm.”

ISI Report
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Drama

Drama at d’Overbroeck’s is a vehicle through which students develop 
confidence in themselves – not just as performers, but as individuals and 
members of a broader society. We offer them the opportunity to develop 
self-assurance, empathy and imagination.

We introduce students to many different styles and genres of Drama, 
both scripted and improvised, from physical theatre to puppetry. We work 
with students on traditional approaches to theatre, but also use drama 
to address relevant contemporary issues. We give students considerable 
ownership of their creative pieces, and support them in taking creative and 
intellectual risks.

Most of all, we want our students to believe in themselves, whether they 
are aiming to be physicists, poets or performers. We put a strong emphasis 
on a collaborative approach and involve as many students as possible, from 
Year 7 through to the Upper Sixth, in our whole school performances. 

Everyone has an input; every individual’s aptitudes are recognised, whether 
it’s in acting, costume design, lighting, set or stage management. What 
never fails to amaze us is the calibre of the final performances.

But perhaps we should not be so surprised by the self-confident young 
people so boldly standing on the stage. After all, we’ve taught them how 
to believe in their drama ‘wings’. As JM Barrie so eloquently put it: ‘The 
moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease for ever to be able to do 
it. Imagination is more important than knowledge’.

“Drama should be challenging, 
thought-provoking and innovative. We 

are fully engaged in pushing the creative 

possibilities through viscerally exciting 
modern work and in-depth study of 
classic texts, cementing our reputation 

as one of the most exciting possible 

places to study the subject.”

Joe Swarbrick, Head of Drama

Photo by Sixth Form student Immie Burt
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Music

Music at d’Overbroeck’s is a department that sings, both literally and 
metaphorically. Characterised by a sense of fun and an unwavering 
commitment to inclusivity, Music is a popular and integral part of 
the curriculum from Year 7 onwards. The department facilitates the 
understanding and performance of a very broad range of music, from 
renaissance to pop, and everything in between!

Students can study both Music and Music Technology programmes as 
we encourage and shape the next generation of performers, composers, 
recording engineers and music producers. 

Outside the classroom, a significant number of students are involved in 
one of our many ensembles and choirs, which extend the atmosphere of 
creativity and musical enjoyment beyond the department’s walls. Well over 
half our students choose to nurture their musical talents with instrumental 
and vocal lessons from piccolo to trumpet, guitar to double bass. 

Our long-established tradition of participation, even at the very early stages 
of musical development, ensures that music is accessible to all, while 
our considerable academic and performance expertise also means that 
even the most gifted musicians are provided with the opportunity to go on 
developing. 

A busy calendar of musical events seeks to further enrich the musical 
experience. Concerts, chamber recitals, the d’Overbroeck’s Festivals and 
regular musical and operatic productions provide students with important 
opportunities to hone their craft and showcase their skills.  
A close association with the Oxford Chamber Music Festival, and a series of 
trips and visits further afield seek to broaden musical horizons and bring the 
subject to life.

Alumni of the department have gone on to secure highly sought-after 
places at music colleges (such as the Royal Academy of Music) and Russell 
Group Universities. Music is, without doubt, one of busiest (and noisiest) 
departments at d’Overbroeck’s!

“We pride ourselves on nurturing and 
celebrating nascent and established 
musical talents. Most of all, we seek to lay 

firm foundations for a lifelong appreciation 

of music in all its many forms.”

Richard Poyser, Director of Music
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“Art is about learning to see things differently. It is also about developing the 
confidence to experiment while at the same time gaining a thorough grounding in 
the skills of artistic practice. My approach is to stretch and nurture students’ talent 
through a carefully and imaginatively planned curriculum and to encourage 
students to take ownership of their ideas. Then creative doors are flung wide open 
and we can search wherever we like!”

Wendy Rawding, Head of Art (Years 7-11)
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Working in close partnership 
with parents 

We believe in active, three-way communication involving us, students and 
their parents. It’s important that, as parents, you feel part of the 
d’Overbroeck’s family and that you come to know us well. We want you 
to feel you can pop in for a chat any time, that you can openly talk to us 
about any emerging issues early on and that you hear about successes 
and achievements in real time.

With an open door policy, regular academic and co-curricular activities 
updates, a full and interesting social media presence and regular 
invitations to school events, we aim to ensure that all parents feel involved 
and informed at all times.

“Being valued is not about a one-off 

prize or even a succession of prizes. It’s 

about being supported and nurtured 

and challenged every day of your 

school career.” 

Mark Olejnik, Head of Years 7-11

One of the most common pieces of feedback we receive is that students gain 
enormous confidence whilst they are with us. Confidence to be themselves, 
to have their own views, to express themselves, to compete, to present and 
to ask questions. What matters to us is that their educational journey is a 
happy one where they make friends, where they learn to work well with others 
and where they feel ready for the next stage of their lives.

Confidence
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“Best experience of my life. 
It was like a second family. 
Everyone was so friendly 
and supportive. I would 
recommend d’Overbroeck’s to 

everyone.” 

Zoe, Past Student
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Our Sixth Form site was specifically designed to create 
a space that enhanced learning. We have well-equipped 
classrooms, spaces for private study in different parts of the 
building, a big library, state-of-the-art science laboratories, 
spacious and very well-equipped suites for Art, Drama and 
Music and a large common room. 

The external design and the landscaping of 333 makes for a 
very attractive setting and the beautifully designed Cohen Hall 
provides dining facilities for students and staff, as well as an 

‘An exciting and forward-looking place to be’
Good Schools Guide

Our Sixth Form at 333
auditorium for music and drama performances and all kinds of 
other school events.

Perhaps what is also significant is that 333 is a dedicated 
Sixth Form environment. This creates a different feel from a 
school because our younger students have their own facilities 
at Leckford Place. Just as our teaching approach moves 
students from school towards university, having all our Sixth 
Form students in their own space gives them a sense of 
progression and moving on from GCSE.
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Our Sixth Form is a big, lively and thriving part of the school. 
Moving up to the Sixth Form marks a significant step in 
students’ lives, offering greater independence as well as 
responsibility for their own learning. 

We have over 350 students in the Sixth Form so our Year 
11s will take with them their existing friends when they join 
but will also make many new ones. About half of our Sixth 
Form students are day and about half are boarders. We have 
boarding houses opposite the Sixth Form on the Banbury Road 
and in the city centre. Our Sixth  Form has a global reputation 
and attracts students from all over the UK as well as the world. 
Students’ absolute and value added results are outstanding and 
they can choose from around 35 subjects in any combination. 
These include some less familiar ones such as Media, Film, 
Psychology, Sociology. History of Art, Textiles, Photography and 
Philosophy. There is no uniform in the Sixth Form and students 
are supported individually by a Director of Studies rather than 
a form tutor. The Sixth Form provides an excellent transition as 
students prepare for university.

We are strong advocates of breadth in sixth form education, 
because we believe this to be an important part of preparing 
our young people for the world of work in the 21st century. 
Our students are given considerable flexibility to choose the 
combination of subjects that best fits their strengths, interests 
and future aspirations.

Whatever their ability and future aspirations, we aim to support, 
stretch and challenge all our students. We want to encourage 
them, wherever possible, to set their sights higher than the 
immediate requirements of the A level programme. We do 
this of course in our regular lessons but also through the 
Independent Learning Skills programme, the d’Overbroeck’s 
Plus Programme and specialist programmes for those applying 
to Oxbridge, Medical or Veterinary schools.  All of these help 
students to become more independent learners and are ways 
they can add to their achievements in Sixth Form and prepare 
for university and their careers. 

An important part of the opportunities we provide beyond 
the syllabus is the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). 
d’Overbroeck’s was one of the first schools to offer the EPQ 
to students when it became available nationally 10 years ago.  

Since then we have built up a considerable body of experience 
in delivering it. Our students produce some outstanding 
research-based projects each year, on a wonderfully diverse 
range of topics. 

An EPQ is not compulsory but most students thoroughly 
enjoy the experience and get a lot out of it, as do the staff 
supervisors who work with them. And a completed EPQ 
provides excellent material for university interviews, especially 
the more academically focused interviews at the universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge.

d’Overbroeck’s Plus programme provides students with 
academic enrichment regardless of their university goals. They 
will explore their interests in even greater depth, build on 
their research skills and further develop their critical thinking. 
Furthermore, they will be given a better taste of what it means 
to study a particular subject at university.

In addition, students planning to make an application to Oxford 
or Cambridge have access to a full programme of advice, an 
Oxbridge conference, mock interviews and feedback.

Students who are aiming to study Medicine or Veterinary 
Science follow a specifically designed programme which runs 
alongside their A level studies, in order to help them prepare 
for all aspects of the demanding selection process operated by 
medical school and veterinary colleges. 

We are proud of the fact that our students regularly achieve 
outstanding results at A level. Both raw results and value-added 
data show impressive achievement across subjects and across 
the range of abilities. Progression to Oxbridge and other top 
Russell Group universities is consistently very strong. Detailed 
information on our students’ A level results and university 
entrance record in recent years can be seen on the website.

Beyond the classroom, a lively and wide-ranging programme of 
Enrichment, activities and trips is an integral component of life 
in our Sixth Form.

A separate prospectus, which presents our Sixth Form provision 
in much greater detail, is also available for students who are 
considering joining us for A levels.

“Despite being a school founded on success, d’Overbroeck’s does not 

have a single-minded view of success - it accepts that success, like its 
students, is diverse.”
Current Student

Moving up to the Sixth Form
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Future Steps

d’Overbroeck’s offers an education which helps students grow and develop into 
independent, capable, resilient thinkers who are well equipped for the future. An 
important part of our job is to help students, from an early age, to think about their own 
aptitudes and interests and to develop awareness and understanding of the options 
open to them. 

It may be hard to think of university choices when your child is still so young, but 
being realistic, looking ahead and being ready for the future is a big part of what we 
do. We start the process in Year 7 and gradually build it up, as part of every student’s 
personal development. 

As students progress through the school, developing their learning skills and their 
enthusiasm for their studies, we offer more specialist guidance on ways to revise 
effectively and study more independently. 

This approach gains momentum as GCSEs approach. For instance, all Year 9s and 
above attend our careers events, where leading organisations and parents come along 
to offer advice and a clear understanding of how the right choices can lead to varied 
and interesting careers. This is enhanced by our Year 10 work experience programme, in 
which all students participate.

We carefully guide students through GCSE and A level choices and university courses 
with impartial, up-to-date information. We have a strong track record of students going 
on to top universities, with the most popular recent destinations including Oxford, 
Cambridge, University College London, King’s College London, London School of 
Economics, Queen Mary London and Bristol University.

In addition, we have an impressive record of students gaining places at top creative art 
and vocational destinations, including Central St Martin’s, Camberwell, RADA and LAMDA. 

Not everyone wants to go to university and, although numbers are very small, we take 
that seriously too by offering information and specialist advice on gap year opportunities, 
apprenticeships and alternative career options through our career guidance programme.

What’s important is that we make sure every student achieves his or her goals, with the 
same sense of happiness and optimism that they’ve enjoyed at school.

“Our aim is for our students to have the ability to 

think for themselves, to challenge ready-made 
assumptions, to have questioning minds and, 

ultimately, to learn how to teach themselves 

without the need of a teacher.”                                  

Malcolm van Biervliet, founder of d’Overbroeck’s
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To apply to join us

Entry to the school is selective at the three main entry points: 11+, 
13+ and Sixth Form. We are also very happy to consider applications 
from prospective students who may wish to join us at other points, 
into Year 8 or Year 10 for example, provided we have space. Up to 
Year 11 we take day pupils only but offer both day and boarding in 
the Sixth Form.

We welcome applications from students from both the state and 
independent sectors, from the UK and beyond. Our entry process 
is designed to be as informative as possible to give prospective 
parents and students ample opportunities to get to know us as a 
school. To find out more, please contact us to arrange a time to 
come and visit. It will be our pleasure to welcome you and your son 
or daughter to the school. 

In addition to individual visits, we hold three Open Days per year 
(usually in February, May and October) which are a great way to get 
a feel for the school, to meet teachers and current students and to 
see the school in lively action.

Further details, plus information on fees, scholarships, bursaries and 
travel to school options are all on our website.

Registrar: Rob Barker

Email: rob.barker@doverbroecks.com

Tel: 01865 688700

“Parents showed extremely high 
levels of satisfaction with the 

school overall and especially with 
its care for students.”
ISI report

Rob Barker
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Principal: Jonathan Cuff
 
Head of Years 7–11: Mark Olejnik
Head of Sixth Form: Alasdair MacPherson
Head of the International School: Ted McGrath 
Chairman of the Governing Board: Christopher Spanoudakis

d’Overbroeck’s is a part of Oxford International Education Group (OIEG), 
259 Greenwich High Rd, London SE10 8NB.
 
Policies and other information: our key school policies are published on 
our website at www.doverbreocks.com/home/policies. All these policies, 
and others which are not featured on the website such as the school’s full 
Health & Safety policy, are available on request from the Principal’s PA, Mrs 
Tracy Roslyn (tracy.roslyn@doverbroecks.com).

Years 7-11
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